
“BEYOND BELIEF”* 
John 20:24-31 

 
Some claims seem beyond belief because they are hard to believe.  Other 
claims one may want to believe but is afraid to believe.  After all, hope 
disappointed can be devastating.  Which of these fit Doubting Thomas?  
Which fits you? 
 
 
I. BELIEF IS A ________________________________.         24-25 

II. BELIEF IS __________________________________.         26-27 

III. BELIEF IS A ________________________________.         27-28 

IV. BELIEF IS ___________________________________.         29-31 

A message for Easter by Danny Box, 3/23/08. 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 
1. Do you consider yourself a believer or an unbeliever when it comes to 

Jesus?  Do you wrestle with doubt?  What specific doubts do you deal 
with? 

2. How do you feel about the honesty Thomas expresses in John 20:25?  Do 
you feel that you can be honest with God and others about your doubts? 

3. Read Jeremiah 29:13.  What would you say is the difference between 
half-hearted and whole-hearted seeking?  Why does God only promise to 
be found by whole-hearted seekers? 

4. What is your next step on your journey to belief?  What are you doing to 
seek help with your journey? 



Beyond
Belief

John 20:24-31



I.
 
BELIEF IS A _____________.CHALLENGECHALLENGE

Beyond
Belief

• It’s Impossible
• It’s fearful
• It’s uncomfortable



II.
 
BELIEF IS __________.CREDIBLECREDIBLE

Beyond
Belief



“You will seek me and find me when you 
seek me with all your heart.”

Jeremiah 29:13Jeremiah 29:13Jeremiah 29:13

“Seek and you will find.”
Matthew 7:7Matthew 7:7Matthew 7:7

Acts 17:27Acts 17:27
“God did this so that men would seek 
him and perhaps reach out for him and 
find him, though he is not far from each 
one of us.”





“Without the 
Resurrection, it is 

virtually impossible to 
imagine that the Jesus 
movement of the first 

decades of the first 
century would have 

long endured” (p. 44).



“Yet we cannot responsibly 
skate around the Gospel 

reports that the disciples were 
initially mystified by the 

Resurrection.  What explains 
the skeptical disciples’ 

transformation from fear and 
wonder to clarity and 

conviction about the empty 
tomb?” (page 45).



“That the apostles 
would have 

created such 
words and ideas 

out of thin air 
seems unlikely.” 

(page 45)



III.
 
BELIEF IS A ________.CHOICECHOICE

Beyond
Belief



GODISNOWHERE
GOD IS NOW HERE

GOD IS NO WHERE



“Although much about 
the Resurrection invites 
belief, nothing compels 

it.  Faith requires the 
possibility of rejection, 

or it is not faith.”



IV.
 

BELIEF IS ______________.COMMENDEDCOMMENDED

Beyond
Belief



“Now faith is being sure of what we 
hope for and certain of what we do 
not see…And without faith it is 
impossible to please God, because 
anyone who comes to him must 
believe that he exists and that he 
rewards those who earnestly seek 
him.” 

Hebrews 11:1, 6



“Though you have not seen 
him, you love him; and even 
though you do not see him now, 
you believe in him and are filled 
with an inexpressible and 
glorious joy.”

1 Peter 1:8



“The most beautiful thing we can 
experience is the mysterious.  It 
is the source of all true art and 
science.  He to whom this 
emotion is a stranger, who can 
no longer pause to wonder and 
stand rapt in awe, is as good as 
dead:  his eyes are closed.”

Albert Einstein
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