
“CHOOSE A NUMBER”* 
Numbers 13-14 

 
Sometimes people “choose a number” to select sides or determine 
assignments.  Twice God numbered His people in the book of Numbers.  To 
be numbered first turned out bad; to be numbered second was good.  Ready 
to count off? 
 
 
I. THE REPORT      13:26-33 
 
 
 
 
 

God Directs Us Into a ____________ __________. 
 
 
 
 
II. THE RESPONSE        14:1-45 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Disbelief Results in a __________ _________. 
 
 
 
 
III. THE RETURN           26-36 
 
 
 
 
 

God Can Deliver Us from a ___________ ______. 
 
 
 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
 
1. Sometimes obeying God sends us into a giant-filled land.  What giants in 

your life intimidate you from obeying God?  What would belief look 
like? 

2. The writer to Hebrews discusses Israel’s failure to go into the land and 
tells us to avoid an unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God 
(Hebrews 3:7-13).  How are we to do this (see v.13)? 

3. What do you think life was like for the Israelites during the 40 years of 
wasted living?  Have you ever felt you were wandering in the 
wilderness? 

4. Read Luke 15:11-24.  Do you see any parallels between the prodigal son 
and the Israelites in Numbers 13-14?  What are they?  Do you believe 
God is ready to receive you from the waste land? 





II. THE RESPONSE 14:1-45II. THE RESPONSE 14:1-45
A. PEOPLE’S RESPONSE

Our Disbelief Results in a 
WASTED LIFE. 
Our Disbelief Results in a 
WASTED LIFE.

• Abundant Fear• Abundant Fear
• Absent Faith• Absent Faith

• Retires One Generation• Retires One Generation
• Resumes with New Generation• Resumes with New Generation

B. GOD’S RESPONSE



“Most people prefer the 
certainty of misery to the 

misery of uncertainty.”

Virginia Satir





“Far better it is to dare mighty things, to 
win glorious triumphs, even though 
checkered by failure, than to take rank 
with those poor spirits who neither enjoy 
much nor suffer much because they live in 
the gray twilight that knows neither victory 
nor defeat.”

Teddy Roosevelt



III. THE RETURN 26-36III. THE RETURN 26-36
• God Purifies Israel

God Can Deliver Us from 
a WANDERING LIFE. 
God Can Deliver Us from 
a WANDERING LIFE.

• God Prepares Israel (again)


