
FROM COWARD TO CROOK 
Judges 6-7 

 
Many, when facing something beyond their abilities, start out relying 
on God for strength. Yet, when God enables them to succeed, they end 
up robbing God of credit. How can we curb this tendency in our own 
life? 
 
LESSONS FROM GIDEON’S LIFE: 
 

 GOD USES ME _________________________ OF MY 
INADEQUACIES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 _________________________ IS THE BREEDING GROUND 
FOR PRIDE. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 GOD GRACIOUSLY PURSUES US IN OUR 
_______________________ . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WE TAKE A STEP BACKWARDS WHEN WE PUT OURSELVES 
FORWARD. 

 
*6th from “Judges: Descent Into Darkness”, by Bo Thompson, 11-3-06 

This message can be heard at www.hcbcpf.com or as an iTunes podcast 

 
 

                    
Use the following questions to reflect on lessons from Judges: Descent Into 
Darkness.  Ponder these during your quiet times, or use them as a catalyst for 
discussion with your family, friends or REALife Group. 

Descent 
Into  
Darkness 

 
1. Chapters 7 – 8 of Judges are filled with examples of God’s grace. 

Take a minute and review these chapters. Where do you see 
expressions of grace? 

 
 
2. Gideon had to rid himself of idols before he could move forward 

spiritually (see 6:25-32). What idols did Gideon have to repent of? 
What are some of the idols that keep you from moving forward 
spiritually? How can your small group help? 

 
 
3. One of Gideon’s problems was fear. Discuss the problem of fear and 

its conflict with faith and trust. What are some ways to place fear in 
its proper perspective? Think of a time when you followed the 
promise of God in the face of real fear. 

 
 
4. Have you ever been called to something that you shied away from 

because you didn’t believe that God could really use you? Think of 
some examples of people in the Bible who did extraordinary things 
with God’s help. 

 
 
5. A church descends into darkness when it robs God of credit (7:23-

25). What can we do as a church to build and maintain an 
environment of dependence upon God? Do any stories come to mind 
of people who were greatly used by God and continued to revere 
God, verses robbing Him of glory? 

http://www.hcbcpf.com/
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From Zero to HeroFrom Zero to Hero
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DisobedienceDisobedience

DistressDistress

DeliveranceDeliverance
DisciplineDiscipline



Midianites
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Now in a large house there are not 
only gold and silver vessels, but also 
vessels of wood and of earthenware, 
and some to honor and some to 
dishonor. Therefore, if anyone 
cleanses himself from these things, 
he will be a vessel for honor, 
sanctified, useful to the Master, 
prepared for every good work.

2 Timothy 2:20-21
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“The coward has become confident; 
he directs far-flung mopping up 
operations which are effectively 
carried out. But the voice of the LORD 
is stilled, not to be heard for the 
balance of Gideon’s narrative. And the 
Spirit of the LORD, which brought the 
courage to fight a far greater military 
force, seems to slip from Gideon’s 
shoulders in the process.”

Klein, Triumph of Irony, 57-58.
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• God uses me because 
of my inadequacies.

• God uses me because 
of my inadequacies.

• Success is the breeding 
ground for pride.

• Success is the breeding 
ground for pride.

• God graciously pursues 
me in my disobedience.

• God graciously pursues 
me in my disobedience.


